Multilingual Atlanta
LING 385, Spring 2025
MW 4:00 —5:15pm
Instructor: Prof. Hiram Maxim
Office: Modern Languages 214, Tel.: (404) 727-9234
Email: hmaxim@emory.edu

Description

This three-credit course is an introduction into the vibrant multilingual and multicultural metropolitan
Atlanta area. Of the many ways to examine multilingualism in a particular location, this course will focus
on documenting and analyzing how multilingualism is manifested and represented in the “linguistic
landscape” of signs, billboards, storefronts, and other “texts” in public space. These public texts will
include those that are considered “transgressive” (e.g., graffiti, unauthorized flyers or stickers, tattoos) as
well as those that are more ephemeral in nature, such as clothing, conversations, music, or even smells.
All of these texts comprise the evidence that we will be studying as we look to better understand how
Atlanta’s multilingualism is (not) evident (i.e., seen, heard, smelled) in the public realm. The focus of the
course will thus involve investigating which languages appear where, when, by whom, for whom, in
which format, and to what end. The underlying premise behind this focus is that these texts and
languaging practices are “‘tips of icebergs’ to a deeper and more complex meaning embedded in
histories, cultural relations, politics, and humanistic inter-relations” (Shohamy & Waksman, 2009, p.
328).

The course will begin with both a brief overview of the history of Atlanta with specific focus on the
increasing multiculturalism of the city as well as readings into theories and approaches to
multilingualism. Then, the course will introduce students to the theory and practice of linguistic
landscape research with the goal of involving students in the observation, documentation, and analysis
of different linguistic communities throughout metro Atlanta. The final weeks of the semester will
conclude with small-scale student-initiated research projects into the city’s linguistic landscape. Students
will be invited to showcase their research as part of a larger project begun by Emory Linguistics students,
Languages Across Metro Atlanta (LAMA), that aims to document, examine, and analyze the linguistic
landscape of Atlanta: https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/lama/

Because the linguistic landscape to be examined is found out in the city, outings into the city both during
and outside class time will be conducted. One of the many exciting aspects of Linguistic Landscape
Studies is that, because it is a relatively new field, much of the research focus, methodology, and analysis
is still under discussion and open to critique, revision, and expansion. As a result, the course will
regularly engage with these issues, often beginning with open-ended questions and then following an
iterative process to move toward possible solutions, particularly as it relates to gathering data in public
spaces.

Objectives
By the end of the semester students in this course will be able to

* access, locate, identify, and analyze linguistic evidence in public spaces (e.g., signs, storefronts,
graffiti, flyers, clothing, music);


https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/lama/
https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/lama/

evaluate this evidence for its deeper societal, cultural, political meanings;

build arguments based on this evidence and assess the arguments of others;

demonstrate a deeper understanding of Atlanta’s sociocultural history;

demonstrate facility with linguistic landscape research methodology by developing and
completing a research project investigating one aspect of Atlanta’s linguistic landscape;
explain how the linguistic landscape provides insights into the tensions, challenges,
opportunities, and wonders of a linguistically diverse community;

explain how the place-based interactions in this course inform their own understanding of the
intersections between language, power, society, and place;

look at their surroundings with more discerning senses.

Course materials

All readings and additional course materials will be provided by the instructor on the course
Canvas site

Eligibility

As is common in the Linguistics Program’s horizontal curriculum, there are no prerequisites for special
topics courses nor is there the expectation that students will be familiar with the languages encountered
in the linguistic landscape.

Assessment
1. Participation (20%). Attendance and participation are essential to your progress. You will be

allowed a maximum of 2 absences for routine doctor visits and travel for non-emergencies, etc.,
during the semester without penalty. Beginning with the 3rd absence, a penalty of -1% will be
levied on the earned final grade for each class missed. The best policy to adopt is to keep your
instructor informed if you miss any classes or assignments. Extended illnesses and family
emergencies will be treated as exceptions, and absences for these purposes will be excused. Be
prepared to show proof of the need for the absences, however, if your instructor asks for it.
Varsity athletes can get excused with coaches’ notification of announced absences but must, of
course, do the required work.

Grade Criteria

A always makes the most of each exercise, applying concepts from the course

always well-prepared

always is attentive and engaged with the material and/or classmates always
involved in class discussions

always responds to and engages classmates in a respectful manner remains
critical and open-minded toward cultures of Atlanta
uses laptop and/or mobile device(s) in class solely for course-related activities

usually well-prepared

usually is attentive and engaged with the material and/or classmates
usually involved in class discussions usually makes the most of each
B exercise makes some effort to engage fellow students shows some
development of cultural sensitivity




adequately prepared and attentive

C occasionally needs to be reminded to become involved in discussions

does not engage classmates beyond the minimum requirements for an assignment
uses laptop and/or mobile device(s) in class for activities unrelated to course

usually unprepared

D makes little effort to participate or complete exercises rarely

tries to engage instructor or classmates

uses laptop and/or mobile device(s) in class solely for activities unrelated to course
F makes no contribution to class whatsoever

2. Homework (45%). Completing homework thoroughly, regularly, and on time is extremely
important in order to be prepared for class. Regular homework assignments could consist of any
of the following activities: (re)reading an assigned article/chapter, answering questions aligned
with the assigned reading, conducting field work, uploading photos of linguistic landscapes in
the city, or preparing a class report. Note also that many homework assignments will be due 1-4
hours before classtime. Homework that is collected will be graded according to the following
criteria:

a. “Vv+”(100%): Homework handed in on time and indicating a very thorough effort;

b. “v”(80%): Homework handed in on time and indicating a satisfactory effort;

c. “Vv-"(60%): Homework handed in on time but indicating an unsatisfactory effort. Late
homework will not be accepted and will receive no credit
3. Final project (35%). Over the second half of the semester you will work on a research
project that documents and analyzes a particular linguistic landscape in order to deepen your
understanding of contemporary multilingual Atlanta. You will draft research questions, develop a
research design, and then collect primary and secondary evidence to help you answer the
research questions. This project will be completed in stages accompanied by instructor feedback.
Ultimately, it will be posted to the website for Languages Across Metro Atlanta
(https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/lama/) and presented to the rest of the class during the
course’s final exam time slot (May 5, 3:00 — 5:30p).

Inclusive Instruction

As the instructor of this course, | endeavor to provide an inclusive learning environment. | want every
student to succeed. The Department of Accessibility Services (DAS) works with students who have
disabilities to provide reasonable accommodations. It is your responsibility to request accommodations.
In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must register with the DAS at
http://accessibility.emory.edu/students/ . Accommodations cannot be retroactively applied so you need
to contact DAS as early as possible and contact me as early as possible in the semester to discuss the
plan for implementation of your accommodations. For additional information about accessibility and
accommodations, please contact the Department of Accessibility Services at (404) 727-9877 or
accessibility@emory.edu

Stress management and mental health:

As a student, you may find that personal and academic stressors in your life, including those related to
remote study, COVID-19, economic instability, and/or racial injustice, are creating barriers to learning this
semester. If you are struggling with concentration, motivation, or emotional concerns that feel
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overwhelming and are impacting your daily functioning, please know that there are university resources
available to support you. More information on these resources is available here:

*  Counseling & Psychological Services.

e Office of Spiritual & Religious Life.

*  Student Case Management and Interventions Services.

*  Student Health Services Psychiatry.

e Support During A Crisis: A Guide for Faculty & Staff.

*  Emory Anytime Student Health Services.

e Emory Student Telehealth - 24/7 Medical & Mental Health Support

Honor Policy

The Honor Code of Emory College is in effect throughout the semester. By taking this course, you affirm
that it is a violation of the code to cheat on quizzes and exams, to plagiarize, to deviate from the
instructor’s instructions about collaboration on work that is submitted for grades, to give false
information to a faculty member, and to undertake any other form of academic misconduct. You agree
that the instructor is entitled to move you to another seat during examinations, without explanation. You
also affirm that if you witness others violating the code you have a duty to report them to the honor
council.

The Honor Code, a list of offenses and the Honor Council process may be found;
http://college.emory.edu/home/academic/policy/honor code.html

Emory Land Acknowledgement:

Emory University acknowledges the Muscogee (Creek) people who lived, worked, produced
knowledge on, and nurtured the land where Emory’s Oxford and Atlanta campuses are now
located. In 1821, fifteen years before Emory’s founding, the Muscogee were forced to relinquish
this land. We recognize the sustained oppression, land dispossession, and involuntary removals of
the Muscogee and Cherokee peoples from Georgia and the Southeast. Emory seeks to honor the
Muscogee Nation and other Indigenous caretakers of this land by humbly seeking knowledge of
their histories and committing to respectful stewardship of the land

Works cited:

Shohamy, E., & Waksman, S. (2009). Linguistic landscape as an ecological arena: Modalities, meanings,
negotiations, education. In E. Shohamy & D. Gorter (Eds.), Linguistic landscape: Expanding the
scenery (pp. 313—-331). Routledge.

Semester overview

Dates Topics Assighments

Introduction

1. Complete questionnaire
1) Wed 2. Read McKinney, Zavala & Makoe (2023), pp. xx
’ e Course and self — xxxiii
January 15 introduction 3. Conduct campus walk

e Semester planning
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January 20:

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr Holiday

1. Collaborations:
1. Census-based demographic
research on ATL
2. Research foreign-born populations

2) Wed, Multilingualism in specific census tracts in Dekalb
January 22 . .
and Gwinnett countries
3. Explore these census tracts with
Google Street View
City of Atlanta
e Atlanta history and
3) Mon, Jan demographics 1. Read Banda & Simungala (2023)
27 e Buford Highway
& Clarkston
e Introduction to Linguistics
Landscape (LL) Studies
1. ReadLaih d Szabd (2017
121)9Wed, Jan Linguistic Landscape Studies ead Laihonen and Szabo { )
5) Mon 1. Emoryscapes exercise
February 3 Schoolscapes 2. Photo upload #1
1. Read Backhaus (2006) and
6) Wed, complete Workshee.t
Feb 5 Emoryscapes 2. Emoryscape reflection
3. Sign up for meeting with Prof. Maxim
Quantitative LL research
7) Mon, » Discussion of quantitative 1. Read chapters 6-8 in Scollon & Scollon (2003)
Feb 10 approaches to LL research
and applications to the
Atlanta landscape
8) Wed, L 1. Complete exercise on quantitative LL research
Feb 12 Place semiotics
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e Discussion of code
preference, inscription,
and emplacement

Quantitative LL research

9) Mon, o Discussion of findings from 1. ReadLou (2012) and complete worksheet
Feb 17 quantitative LL research
exercise
Qualitative LL research
1. Complete exercise on qualitative LL research
10) Wed, . : . 2. Photo upload #2
Feb 19 e Discussion of qualitative :
approachesto LL research
Qualitative LL research
e Discussion of findings from 1. Review Malinowski's triadic approach for
11) Mon qualit.ative LL research examining the linguistic landscape
Eeb 24 ’ e>.(erC|se. 2. Read Peck & Stroud (2015) and
e Discussion ofthe complete worksheet
subjective, symbolic,
productive components of
the linguistic landscape
The Semiotic Landscape: An integrated
approachto LL research
1. Complete exercise on affect and imagination in
e Discussion of approaches the landscape
;ii)v;/gd’ to semiotic landscape 2. Complete reflection piece about possible

research

e Discussion of conceived,
perceived, and lived
spaces

approachesto LL research
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Affect and imagination in the linguistic
landscape

1. Review LL research completed for Languages
Across Metro Atlanta (LAMA) and Languages
Around Metro Portland (LAMP.)

2. Prepare for BuHi outing

1.

Review demographic information
about BuHi
in Collaborations (Brookhaven,

13) Mon, e Discussion of approaches Chamblee, Doraville)
March 3 to semiotic landscape 2. Read uponthe area
research (Wikipedia / community
e Discussion of next steps, organization / Plaza Fiesta )
including field research 3. Consider aspects of the landscape
to explore
4. Postobservations about BuHi
to Collaborations
1. Begin brainstorming ideas for research project
Semiotic Landscapes 2. Visit Mario Guevara's or TikTok site for updates
from BuHi
14) Wed, « Preparation for Buford 3. Optignal: Download and experiment with
March 5 Highway outing the Lingscape. app
*  Discussion offinalproject Abstracts for Emory Undergraduate Linguistics
Conference due March 15
Spring
Break
15) Mon, Outing to Buford Highway (logistics) 1. Completg reflecti.on piece about BuHi visit.
March 17 2. Begin brainstorming ideas for research project
1. Prepare for Clarkston outing
1. Review demographic information
BuHi outing about Clarkston.
16) Wed, 2. Read profiles of the city
March 19 e Discussion of BuHi outing (about. / history. / interesting
e Discussion of final project facts).
3. Consider aspects of the landscape

to explore
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2. Read either Pappenhagen, et al.
(2016); Pennycook & Otsuji (2015); or Caldwell

(2017)
3. Continue brainstorming ideas for final project

Semiotic Landscapes: Sounds, smells,
clothing

1. Read either Huebner & Phoocharoensil

17) Mon, « group presentation of (201?): Penn\(cook (2'019.): or Gonc.alves (2019)
March 24 articles 2. Continue brainstorming ideas for final project
e discussion of Clarkston
outing
Semiotic Landscapes: Monuments,
bikes, graffiti
18) Wed, e group presentation of 1. Continue brainstorming ideas for final project
March 26 articles
e discussion of Clarkston
outing
e discussion of final project
Outing to Clarkson (no class)
« Park/start at Refuge Coffee. 1. Complete r'ef.lection piece about
19) Mon, o Explore neighboring plaza w\."?'t ) )
March 31 as well as Clarkston Village 2. Begin finalizing final project
Shopping Center across
the street
Clarkson outing
20) Wed 1. Sign up for time to meet with Maxim to discuss
)_ ed, e Discussion of Clarkston project
April 2 outing
e Discussion of final project
1. Submit description of project and its
methodology
Meeting about final project (no class) 2. Sign up for time with Maxim to discuss
21) Mon, . . .
. introduction and data collection
April 7

e Individual meeting with
Prof. Maxim

3. Begin introduction and data collection
for project
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e Independent work on final
project

Independent work on final project (no
class)

—_—

Continue work on final project

22) Wed, e Individual meeting with 2. Complete and submit introduction to project
April 9 Prof. Maxim to discuss
introduction and data
collection
Independent work on final project (no
class) 1. Complete data collection and results.
23) Mon . . _ Submit summary of data collection and results
o * Individual meeting with 2. Meet with Maxim to discuss data collection
April 14 Prof. Maxim to discuss and analysis
introduction and data
collection
Final project workshop 1. Continue work on final project
24) Wed,
April 16 * discussion of data Emory Undergraduate Linguistics Conference, April 18
collection and results
Final project workshop
e Brief presentation of 1. Finalize data analysis and draft description of
25) Mon broject : project
April 21 ’ . Shar.m'g works in progress, 2. Loginto Emory scholarblogs
providing feedback, 3. Sign up for meeting #3 with Prof Maxim
seeking solutions, planning
the Discussion
o Website planning
Final project workshop
26) Wed, e Continued discussion of 1. Prepare presentation of final project
April 23 projects

e Sharing works in progress,
providing feedback,
seeking solutions
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e Discussion
of website posting

Semester Wrap-up

1. Publish project on website

27) Mon, 2. Postcomment on website
April 28 e Discussion of course and 3. Finalreflection
Atlanta's multilingualism
28) Mon, . . .
May 5: 3:00 Presel.wtatlor.\ of final projects & Happy summer break and linguistic landscaping!
5:30pm Website review
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